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apply to Egypt?" The answer in all candor must be, "It does, and it doesn't." The
chronology of 3000 years of Egyptian history is, of course, a complicated and
specialized matter upon which the experts disagree. For purposes of this discussion I
have adapted the periodization and chronology given by John A. Wilson27 and applied
it to the educational development as follows:
3200-2700 B.C. Formative Period
A.	Mesopotamian Stimulation (3250 B.C. ± 150 years)
B.	First and Second Dynasties (3100-2700 B.C.)
2700-1800 B.C. Florescence and Revival
A.	Old Kingdom (2700-2200 B.C.)
1. Third through Sixth Dynasties
B.	First Intermediate Period (2200-2050 B.C.)
1. Seventh through Eleventh Dynasties
C.	Middle Kingdom (2050-1800 B.C.)
1. Twelfth Dynasty
1800-500 B.C. Repetition and Dispersion
A. Second Intermediate Period (1800-1500 B.C.)
 1.	Thirteenth through Seventeenth Dynasties
 2.	HyksosRule
 3.	Eighteenth Dynasty
B.Empire (1500-1100 B.C.)
1. Eighteenth through Twentieth Dynasties
C.	Post-Empire Period (1100-500 B.C.)
1. Twenty-first through Twenty-sixth Dynasties
D.	Persian Conquest (525 B.C.)
If we superimpose this outline of Egyptian education upon the curve that
represents the rhythm of organized education in Mesopotamia, we get Figure 2.2. The
answer to our question is that that in its most general terms the Egyptian experience
does seem to follow a rhythm or curve that begins with an external stimulation and
proceeds through formative and florescent stages that ultimately give way to a period
of formalism, constriction, congealing, and repetition. To be sure, the various periods
are different in length and intensity; the ups and downs should not be taken too
literally; and the absence of definitive historical records makes close comparison
difficult.
Formative Period (c. 3250 B.C.-2700 B.C.). In contrast to the widespread intercultural
contact among the neolithic societies of Mesopotamia, the folk societies of Egypt
clustering around the Nile Valley apparently had relatively little contact with outside
cultures until the latter part of the fourth millenium. Then, sometime between 3400
and 3100 B.C., it seems clear that the transition from neolithic folk society to
civilization took a sudden leap forward. The major catalyst in this abrupt development
27 John A. Wilson, The Culture of Ancient Egypt, Phoenix Books, University of Chicago Press,
Chicago, 1965, pp. 319-320.

